THE TONGUE
OUR TONGUE!
"Set a guard over my mouth, and keep watch over the door of my lips."
(Ps.141:3)
When the Lord first caused that little passage of scripture to strike home to me, I was amazed at the glorious freedom it brought with it. I’d been very much aware for a long time of what the Word says about my tongue, in James, chapter three. It's a fire, which is stoked and stirred up by hell, and is an unrighteous world (v6), which no human being can tame, for it's a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

This had been a concern for me. What was I to do? Then this beautiful, merciful God opened my eyes to see he'd not left me alone. He'd not left me on my own in an impossible situation, with a wild, untamable beast in my life (v8). I could ask, and he would set a guard over my mouth, and he would keep watch over the door of my lips, reminding me to cry to him for help and deliverance, before my tongue could do its evil work, and so, controlling this uncontrollable member, preventing me from using it for evil.  (1Jh.3:6-9)

Then, on the other side of this picture, he made it clear to me in his Word that I didn't know how to use this member for good, because I had no idea how to pray as I ought. But again his Word reassured me that his Spirit would come to my aid in my weakness and intercede through me for his saints, including myself, with sighs and groans much too deep for ordinary words. (Rom.8:26-27)
So not only had God made it very possible for me to have victory, and complete control, over this poisonous and evil member, but, by his Spirit, he had also made it possible for me to use this untamable, wild member to glorify him, and to intercede for the saints.
I realise that some in the churches see the passage in Rom.8:26 as referring only to the gift of tongues, but the very wording excludes it being confined to just that.
That particular gift of the Spirit, the gift of tongues, is described as a gift of a language, which is unknown to the receiver. (1Cor.14:14) But there is no language of which I've ever heard, that is made up exclusively of sighs and groans.
It is true of course that we all sigh and groan at times, no matter what language we use. For all of us these can be very meaningful and expressive. Nevertheless, we use other sounds, or words, as well.
There are two reasons for making this point. Firstly, there are those who go so far as to say that unless a person speaks in a tongue, they are not a Christian, and they don't know how to pray as they ought. Secondly, there are others who say the opposite.
But I want you to understand what I'm saying here. I mean simply, that if you have not received the scriptural gift of tongues, you can still obey the command in the Word to "pray at all times in the Spirit” (Eph.6:18), by asking the Lord, who is the Spirit (2Cor.3:17-18), to fulfill Rom.8:26 in you, as you completely believe, trust in, and accept the spiritual fact stated at the start of that passage, i.e. “We don't know how to pray as we ought”.
Again here I want to emphasize the completeness of God's Word. While it is certainly true that one does not have to speak in a Spirit inspired tongue or language to be a Christian, nevertheless, the same Spirit, who is after all the Lord, caused Paul to say he wanted all to speak in tongues as he himself did. (1Cor.14:5) That is, in private, intimate communion with our God, heart to heart, spirit to Spirit. And because this is such a beautiful form of communion or intercourse with our God, I, like Paul, want you all to experience it.
Of course it's so easy to abuse this gift of love, and to just babble on. And while this gift can, and often does, start out like that, just as in the natural, when a little child is learning to talk, it too can babble on, testing out various sounds, slowly learning to control it's speech. So it is with the spiritual languages, though in this case it's the Spirit himself teaching our spirit, our new nature, how to use this new language properly.
Before it can become a true avenue of deep communication, or intercourse, between God and us, we must learn to listen not only to what the Spirit is saying through us, but much more importantly, by seeking the spiritual gift of interpretation of tongues (1Cor.14:13), so we can understand what he’s saying to us. (Rev.2:17)
Here again we must understand that the Word which Jesus spoke in Matt.12:36-37, when he said to his disciples, "in the day of judgment men will give an account of every careless word they utter. For by their words they will be justified, and by their words they will be condemned", was not just referring to the words we speak in our own native tongue, or any other we may have learned along the way, but they apply equally, or possibly even more importantly, to any careless misuse of this very precious "gift of tongues", by neglecting the guidelines laid out by the Spirit for it's usage. (lCor.l4:1-33)
This is a gift, given by our loving God to enable us to communicate with him on a level that goes far beyond anything our feeble minds could reach. It is God Almighty uniting the very core of our being, the new creation we have become in Christ (2Cor.5:17), to his own most intimate and private being.
I realise that to some this may seem like rather extreme language to use in describing our relationship with our God. If it does, then I'd have to say, you don't yet really know the intensity of the passionate love which compelled him to send his most precious possession, his only begotten Son, his Word, to make this relationship possible.
To me it seems clear that it's in the area of the usage of my tongue that the facts which the Lord inspired Paul to write about in Romans chapters seven and eight, are possibly of the greatest importance, for it is here that the Word tells me that there's nothing good in my flesh, as far as God is concerned. This of course includes my tongue, which is very much part of that flesh. I can be willing to say what's good and right, but I can't do it continually. (Rom.7:18) So often, the good things I want to speak, I don’t, for one reason or another. But,the evil things I don't want are what I do say. (Rom.7:19)
Now when I say things I don't want to say, then it's no longer me, the new creation, who's saying them, but it's sin, the old nature, which dwells in my physical members, especially my tongue, that's up to its evil tricks (Rom.7:20)
So, even now, I find it to be a law that when I want to say what's right, evil lies close to the tip of my tongue (Rom.7:21), which is nothing more than the flesh, the old nature, wanting to have its say.
But even though this seems to be a law, I don't have to submit to it, because God, in Jesus Christ, has set me free from that law of sin and death. (Rom.7:24-25) And now, since Christ Jesus has won the victory over the power of sin for me, it no longer has the right to rule in my life (Rom. 6:12-14), unless I’m foolish enough to let it. So I have no excuse to continue in my old ways. (Rom.6:16) If I do, then I will answer to God for those words, those sounds, which I allow to come from my mouth. (Matt.12:36-37)
In the area of the gift of tongues this personal responsibility applies to the fullest. I've been given the right, the power to control my usage of this gift. (1Cor.l4:14 & 26-32) And if I lack wisdom in how to use it, all I need do is ask the Father, trusting him completely to hear and respond. (Jas.l:5-8)
Even now I still find it to be a fact, a law, that when I want to say what's right and good, evil is so close to my tongue. I may start out saying the right thing, but I find that if I don't watch myself closely, if I don't take every thought captive so as to obey Christ, the Word (2Cor.10:5), I end up going into a spiritual mine field. (Rom.7:21-23)
For while it is true that in my innermost self, in my new nature (Eph.4:24), I delight in what my God requires (Rom.7:22), nevertheless, I see in my tongue an extreme urge, even another law, which is at war with the law of God in my new nature (Heb.8:10-11, Gal.5:17), striving to again make me captive to sin, which is naturally part of my tongue. (Rom.7:23)
So I can see that while I, of myself, may be able to serve the law of God, the royal law (Jas.2:8), the law of love (Jn.13:34-35), with my mind, I can't, of myself, transfer that willingness into action, on a permanent basis. (Rom.7:25)
So, who is going to deliver me from this captivity, this enslavement? I thank my God continually that he has done this perfectly in Christ Jesus. (Rom.7:24-25)
My part in this whole thing, as in everything else in the spiritual realm, is to not just believe that this is so, but to act accordingly, and so come to know that my God is very willing, and able, to confirm the reality of this victory in me.  "Thanks be to God who always causes us to triumph through our Lord Jesus Christ" (2Cor.2:14) “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory". (1Cor.l5:57)
I praise God that there is now no condemnation for us in Christ Jesus, provided we don't live according to the flesh, but instead, live according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has set us free from the control of the law of sin and death, which is still very much in the members of our physical body of clay and corruption, and especially in our tongues. (Rom.8:1-2)
For this Great and Wonderful God has done in us, what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do; for he sent his own Son in the likeness, or form, of our sinful flesh, as an offering, a substitute, for the penalty due to our sin. He died, instead of us, so that the just requirement of God's holy, perfect law, the penalty of death, might be fulfilled in us, provided we walk, and especially talk, according to the Spirit, according to our new nature, and not according to our old one, that fleshly sinful enemy of God. (Rom.8:3-4)
The Word of God again tells us that our talk must translate into action, into obedience (Jh.l4:21&23, Jas.1:22-25), and that those actions, no matter how high and noble they may appear to be, must be motivated by an intimate relationship with him. An intercourse, a knowing (Matt.7:22-23, Gen.4:1), which produces spiritual children for him.
There are so many areas in our lives where our tongues play an important role. Fellowship with the saints is surely one of the most important. Our words have such a vital role here, because it's so easy to wound or discourage a brother or sister with a careless word or two. (Matt.18:6)
Again it's so easy to open the door for the flesh to launch an attack on an individual when we carelessly try to encourage them by complimenting them on their efforts or achievements,
Instead, we should remind them of our God's faithfulness to them, by recounting to them some of the things which God has done in their lives, and reminding them also of the words of Jesus when he said, "Without me, you can do nothing." (Jh.l5:5) After all, we know there's nothing we now have, which we haven't received from our God's hand. (lCor.4:7)
Once more, it's so easy to get carried away with the good fellowship we may have, and to forget that it's no good if we don't remember that it all started with our God (1Jh.l:7), and must extend to our lowliest brother or sister, the one we feel least comfortable with.
Now while the words we speak to our brothers and sisters are a vital part of fellowship, nevertheless, as has been stated before, these words must translate into actions, otherwise they are pointless. (Jas.2:14-17)
Unless and until we're prepared to pour out ourselves, our time and our resources, for the eternal good of the brethren, we're deceiving ourselves. (Is.58:10, Duet.15:7-8)
Jesus said that if we see a brother hungry, thirsty or naked we must share what we have with them. (Is.58:6-7) It almost goes without saying, that in today's world of much affluence, this command to share refers much more to the spiritual than the physical. What we possess in this realm is of so much more value than what we may, or may not have in the natural. I'm talking of course about the Word of God in us. This alone satisfies the deepest hungers and longings of our very souls.
Again, when we see others sick or in prison we must be there to help. (Matt.25:34-40) How often we see brothers and sisters sick with weakness from lack of real spiritual food. How often we see them imprisoned by wrong teachings that don't line up with God's Word, but are instead the product of man's learning and wisdom. (Is.55:8-9)
We surely know how a kind word of understanding can pour the oil of comfort on an inflamed emotional wound. (2Cor.l:3-4) Again, we must know how a soft word can ease the hardness of anger (Pro.l5:1), and how a gentle word can lessen the violence of a situation. (Deut.32:2)
The list goes on and on. We should think about these things. (Phi1.4:8) Our God will show us what to do and say.
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